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( ‘1( )x FIW Iﬂ x F!‘l S Great Houses for Entertaining

“If marble isn't stained, it means you're not really cooking.”
INTERIOR DESIGHER FRANK DELLEDONME, IT'S ALL ABOUT THE KITCHEN, PAGE 86

November 2009

78 It's All About Best Friends
Designer Visions showhouse:
Interior design by Thom Filicia
INTERVIEW BY
CHRISTINE PITTEL

BE It's All About the Kitchen
Interior design by
Frank DelleDonne
INTERVIEW BY
JAMES SERVIN

gB Basic White
Fifteen great place settings that
start with classic white china.

104 It's All About Drama
Interior design by
Orlando Dinz-Azcuy
INTERVIEW BY
MIMI READ

1z It's All About a Crowd!
Interior design by
Chipper Joseph
INTERVIEW BY
FRANCES SCHULTZ

120 35 Ways to Say Thank You
The most personal than k-you
notes wie could find.

124 It's All About Tradition
Interior design by
Markham Roberts
INTERVIEW BY
LISA CREGAN

136 Kitchen of the Month
Interior design by
Lente-Lowise Louww Schwartz
INTERVIEW BY
CHRISTINEPITTEL
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ZA classic house,
a classic cli g room, but li ke none you’ve
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it fresh, bright
i Hig pillows ar
DEDOSITE: : net lacquerad tart
p ﬂan sets off o collee porcelain |
*Everythirig looks amazing sgalnstithis color” Roberts says







“The living room is encrmous,” says Roberts, “and |
wanted to fill it with seating to make it comfortable for
gither two paople to sit at the game table, or 50 people
to mill all over. A paisley ottoman serves as a coffee
table or another place to perch. The celling is painted
in a faux-wooden finish, to give it warmth and drama.
Walls are uphalstered in silk burlap to absorb sound




Lacquered green walls bring the dining roomalive"Vibrant,
shining green takes the fuddy-duddy-out.of this formal
room,” Roberts says. Queen Anne-style chairs are covered
In Braguenié's Coromandel and backed with a Brunschwig
& Fils velvet, Botticelli in Olive-Robertsdesigned the blown-
up Chinese medallion rugandthered linen-covered consale.
The pair of lamps, from lames-Sansum, are made from
1gth-century Chinese vases: Tole chandelier by Vaughan.
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HOW DO THEY LIKETO

ENTERTAIN?

7 Handwritten invitationsora
phaone call. Mo Evites!

T

..Fq:--l =

¥ Linen place mats instead of a
tablecloth—the table is so pretty.

3 Softlighting. Mo bright overheads.
Black candles: they disappear.

1 A drinkwith my husband before
the party.







Glazed walls give the entry warmth and a glow, and the bold
chevron carpet adds A casual touch. Roberts's miniature
poodia, Choppy, claims his Favorite spot inthe house, o set-
tew covered In Carleton V's Tamarack Stripe in Espresso,
The antique Chinese lanterns and bamboo chairs are from
James Sansum. OPPOSITE: A screen in Fraises Sauvages [in
Mults an Cream, by Lelievre) defines the living room bar area.




132

LISA CREGAN: A real honest-to-goodness for-
mal dining room! | thought they'd gone the way
of tomato aspic.

MARKHAM ROBERTS: Just because there's a big
Georgian table in a big formal dining room
doesn’t mean there's a butler serving dinner,
This room is octagonal and serious, but the
wills are all wild and bright. And 1
specifically said to mysell, "You are
Tk ;.__l:u'lng Fos s an |:|.||.1 ful‘u]'gi:ill
sideboard or Chippendale chairs
here.” The owners are good friends
of mine, young and super-fun with
three little children, and they give
long, long dinner parties where
guests sit forever talking and laugh-
ing. You can't sit forever in a Chip-
pendale chair. | know that because
my grandmother had them, and
we died. You can sink into these
chairs and enjoy vourself all night.
Is that what meals are like at your
house?

I don’t have a dining room. When 1
entertain, we cat on our laps,

Like so many of us today.

But this is a classic 1930 house,
There's no gigantic nol-so-great-
room’ off the kitchen. | think if
the owners had come to me and
said they wanted to add a family
room, I'd have said, "1 won't do it?”
Becanse then this beautiful din-
ing room would only be used on
Thanksgiving or Christmas, and
no one would ever spend time in
the living room.

So they really use the living room.
They have drinks in there all the
time, there's a backgammon table
the kids love, and see those antigque settees?
[ ripped of their formal silk damask and
faermed it. Just kidding. But I did get the "old
lady” out of them. They were so Miss Havy-
isham. That's what I did everywhere. | think
the citrine green on the living room ban-
quette and the sour-apple green lacquer on
the dining room walls make this house feel
s0 much younger than vou would expect.

I'll bet your grandmother never used those col-
ors. But even so, it does look as if you're keep-
ing traditional decorating alive.

I dan't really think of myselfas traditional.
You can see 1 use a lot of modern furniture

ABDVE

and art. And 1 certainly don’t want to live
like my grandmother. T want to put my feet
up and watch a flat-sereen TV, But | do love
elegant old houses, and I'm not sure every-

one knows how to make them comfortable. If

I filleed this place with mideentury furniture
or 1gros chrome and glass like some people

do today, it wouldn't work long-term. Even-
ll1:l||_\ the rooms would feel like some time

capsule of what's popular now. They'd wind
up looking hilarious.

Well, you also know how to make big rooms
feel cozy and intimate.

| think that’s because there's not a lot of
wasted space. If you fill up a large room with
furniture, it's just so much more useful and
comfortable, The living room is filled with
seating, and it's comfortable for two sithing
at the game table, or 50 milling about.

Are you always this fearless with pattern?

I do enjoy using pattern in rooms where

:An elaborately feminine dressing room is a Roberts signature, Chintz-covered walls in Hydrangea & Rose in Green and Pink by T
erts wanted pattern in the master bedroom, but he also wanted the room to be peaceful. He struck the pl:rFl:l_1_ balance by upholstering the walls in & wa
blue print—Caolefax and Fowler's Lincoln, In Cream and Agua,

The rest 15 comlort and softness =

he says,

there’s a lot of furniture because it adds
so much interest, That beautiful fabricon
the dining room chairs is strong and lively
enough to hold its own against the loe
quered walls and iridescent curtains, But
then 1 kept the rug a simple color, a glows
e, very good for hiding stains, dragging
dining chairs across, and stabbing
with high heels. And 'm proud o
say therearear least seven Morals in
the living room. But I'll tell you why
it works. It works becanse they'ne
masculine patterns, not cabbage-
rose chintzes. There's an Indian
tree of life here, an ikat there, The
kind of unfussy patterns thal
appeal to me.

But those are some pretty big roses
on the dressing room walls.
That's a whole different thing |
wanted todo a pretty, fancy Ludy’s
dressing room for my friend as
part of the master suite. 1 said,
“This is your space, only for vou,
let's just do it in this wonderful old:

il solter walls
think the room
would have died if 1 hadn't nsed

fashioned chinte,”
in the bedroom. 1

pattern, but this print is watery
and calming. Women always want
thesir bedrooms to be romantic and
pink, but pink isn't always popular
with men. This blue makes both
mien and women happy, and its still
romantic.

How would you define your style?
Tdon't know if | conld ever definedl
exactly, but Iwill sav that all my ci
ents like antiques, and so | always
I ry ((¥] SOUEETEE 1N S0Ime |.'1,|I'||:"|'||]5-||-
rary ¢lements for a bit of youth. The English
Regency consolein the liv il1!_1 FOOIT h.;:\.a.".ll.g
unframed modern photo over it. | hunga
contemporary painting, a mandala, in front
of all the books in the library.

It's really kind of hypnotic.

Mandalas are supposed to eleanse your
energy, but for me it cleanses the room, rids
it of formality.

Is the library paneling original?

Yes, it's pine, and very Georgian. It's not per-
feet, but 1said, "Don't you dare touch it! Its
imperfections are beantiful.

PRODUCED BY SEMGA MOATIMER & WHITMEY ROSINSON

FaVErsS.

“from the pale bei Igo rug to the lvory curtaing”
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